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be treated as strictly CONFIDENTIAL and NOT to be published or broadcast before: 


49) Evening Newspapers - Tuesday, 29 July 1969 
Morning Newspapers - Wednesday, 30 July 1969 
Broadcasting and Television - 11 a.m., Tuesday, 29 July 1969 


INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENT STATISTICS, QUEENSLAND, DECEMBER QUARTER 1968 


Workers' compensation in Queensland is handled solely by the State 
Government Insurance Office. All employers must insure their employees, but self- 
employed persons are not obliged to insure, and members of the Police Force and 
the Commonwealth Public Service are excluded. Details of industrial accidents 
given in this bulletin were extracted from claims finalised or becoming three years 
old during the December quarter 1968. They do not refer to accidents actually 
occurring within the period. By definition, accidents which caused employees to 
lose less than a full shift from work are excluded from the statistics. 


An analysis of the December quarter 1968 claims showed that, of the 
8,188 work injuries, 7,455 (91.0 per cent) were to males and 733 (9.0 per cent) 
were to females. Of the persons injured, 7,993 (97.6 per cent) suffered injuries 
of a temporary nature, 182 (2.2 per cent) received some form of permanent dis- 
ability, while 13 (0.2 per cent) were fatally injured. The 13 deaths were all 
males. 


Time lost through temporary disabilities amounted to 135,934 calendar 
days by males and 13,921 by females. Male employees lost an average of 18.7 days 
and 39.5 per cent of the absences did not exceed one week's duration. The average 
number of days lost by female employees through temporary disabilities was 19.1, 
and 36.7 per cent of the absences did not exceed one week's duration. 


For both males and females, cases causing more than a month's absence 
from work were about 16 per cent of all cases of temporary disability. However, 
in primary production and in community, business, and amusement services, the 
percentage was over 25 for both sexes. 


Of the male occupation groups listed in Table 2, Metal Tradesmen and 
Process Workers suffered most injuries (1,601, or 21.5 per cent). In the female 
grouping, more accidents (209, or 28.5 per cent of the total) happened to Service 
Industry and Recreation Workers than to any other group. 


The most common agents precipitating these accidents were Hand Tools and 
Movable Equipment which led to 1,745, or 21.3 per cent, of work injuries. In the 
type of accident category, 3,442, or 46.2 per cent, of the injuries to male 
employees resulted from being Struck by Moving or Falling Objects, and 272 female 
employees, 37.1 per cent of the total number injured, received their injuries in 
the same manner. 


More detailed statistics are available quarterly and annually and may be 
had on request. 


S. E. SOLOMON 
DEPUTY COMMONWEALTH STATISTICIAN 
AND GOVERNMENT STATISTICIAN 


320-330 Adelaide Street, 
BRISBANE 4000 


28 July 1969 


Inquiries concerning these statistics may be made by telephoning 
Brisbane 33 5011, Extension 119. 
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Table 1 = Work Injuries: Industry Group by Extent of Disability and Time Lost, December Quarter 1968 


Extent of Disability Duration of Temporary Disabil ity* 


All i 
8 to |15 Days|Over 4 , 
Ine b]Perm- | Tem- |1 to 7 : Over 6 Days Lost 
ets Fatal t 5 14 
es r 
ae a Rg haa |S Days |4 Weeks|6 Mths 


Months 


Industry Group 


TOTAL ee 
Primary Production aie 


Mining and Quarrying a 


Cement, Bricks, Glass, etc. 


Metal Refining and Products 


Machinery, General Engineering 


Meat and Fish Processing ae 
Other Food and Drink Processing 


Sawmil!ing and Wood Products 


Preparation of Skins and Leather 


Goods Manufacturing ais 
Rubber Goods Manufacturing 


Other Manufacturing 
Electricity and Gas oe 


Water Supply and Sewerage Se 


Building Construction, Repairs 
Other Construction Works o 


Road Transport ee ee 
Other Transport and Storage 


Commerce and Finance ee 


Community and Business Services 
Amusement and Personal Services 


Other Industries 


TOTAL ee oe 
Primary Production eo 


Metal Refining and Products, 


General Engineering ee 


Textile Manufacturing 


Clothing Manufacturing 
Meat and Fish Processing 


Jam Making, Fruit and Vegetable 
Canning ate ae 


Other Food and Drink Processing 


Printing, Packaging, etc. Manu- 


facturing ite os 


Other Manufacturing ae 


Commerce and Finance 


Health, Hospitals, etc. 
Other Community etc. Services 


Hotels, Boarding Houses, Restaur-~ 


ants, etc. aie 


Amusement and Other Personal 
Services ae At 
Other Industries 


a Calendar period of incapacity and not actual working days. 


b Resulting in death at any time within three years after the accident. 
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Table 2 - Work Injuries: Occupation Group by Type of Accident, December Quarter 1968 


Heat, Cold, 
Harmful 


Struck by Over- 


Movi Caught i ti 
Falis of tid pal Baal ease nae Substances, Other 
p Falling for between or Fuesecl posee 
ersons ectric e 
Occupation Group Objects, | Objects |Strenuous u 


Current, 


etc. Movement 


etc. 


TOTAL 

Professiona!, Managerial, and 
Clerical Workers 

Salesmen Ar 

Farmers, Fishermen, Timbergetters 

Miners and Quarrymen 

Road Transport Workers 


Electricians and Related Elec- 
trical! Workers oe 
Metal Tradesmen, Process Workers 
Carpenters and Other Wood-working 

Occupations 
Painters and Decorators ee 
Bricklayers and Other Construce 
tion Workers Ar Aes 
Food and Beverage Workers 
Excavating, Lifting Equipment 
Operators oe 
Waterside Workers, Freight 
Handlers 
Labourers n.e.i. 
Service, Sport, and Recreation 
Workers 
Other Occupations 


Professional, Managerial, and 

Clerical Workers ie - | 60 
Sales Workers oe det ~ 57 
Tailors, Cutters, Machinists, 

etc. me ae - 15 
Textile, Footwear, and Other 

Leather Workers vs - 13 
Metal Process Workers ts - 45 
Food and Beverage Workers a - 129 
Other Production Process Workers 

n.e.i. me es - 45 
Packers, Labelliers, etc. oe - 128 
Service Industry and Recreation 

Workers es as - 209 


Other Occupations ors - 32 


Feoikatal:. N.F. Non-fatal. 
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a 
Table 3 =~ Work Injuries: Agency Related to Accident by Nature of Injury, December Quarter 1968 


Contusions, 


Fractures,| Sprains |Lacerations 
All Sor tance "1Bruisings, : Other 
Dis- and Open 


locations Strains Wounds 


b 


Injuries Superficial In juries 


Agency Related To Accident nee 
njuries 


Total Persons 


TOTAL “ 

Metal and Wood~working Machines 

Other Machines .. oe 

Lifting Equipment 

Installed Equipment 

Hand Tools and Movable Parleee 

Means of Transport oe 

Materials, Substances, and 
Radiation oe 

Indoor Working Environment se 

Outdoor and Underground Working 
Environment ae oe 


Other Agencies 


F. Fatal. N.F, Non-fatal. 

a The agency (i.e, the work conditions, equipment, person, animal, etc.) which because of its hazardous nature 
precipitated the accident. 

b Including miscellaneous reactions to poisons, effects of electric currents, and exposure to weather. 

ec Including 4 cases due to internal injuries. 


Table 4 ~ Work Injuries: Type of Accident by Extent of Disability and Duration of Temporary Disabilit 


December ie SSL 1%8 


Extent of lextent of Disability] Duration of Temporary Disability? 


All | days Lost | 
Type of Accident In~ b|Perm- | Temp-|1 to 7 ele yafover 6 ee 
jurtes | anent |porary] Days 
ae 


Total Persons 


182 |7,993 |3,135 |2,227 | 1,356 |1,226 | 49 |149,855 | 18.7 
25 11,680 | 560 | 402 306 | 39 | 16 | 40,552 | 24,1 
18 815 | 295 | 213 151 | 149 7 | 16,812 | 20.6 


4 Weeks |6 Mths 


TOTAL . 

Falls of Persons 

Struck by Falling Objects 

Stepping on, Striking, or 
Struck by Objects 


° 65 {2,812 {1,306 869 412 221 4 35,863 12.8 
Caught In or between Ob jects 


61 679 212 182 152 126 th 14,991 22.1 
Over~exertion or Strenuous 


Movement ve oe 4 11,411 484 403 246 266 12 32,308 22.9 


Exposure to, or Contact with, 


Extreme Temperature 4 246 102 84 39 21 - 3,276 13.3 
Exposure to, or Contact with, 

Electric Current ents 1 7 5 1 - 1 - 71 10.1 
Exposure to, or Contact with, 

Harmful Substances Te 1 444 110 23 6 5 - 959 6.7 
Traffic Accidents 3) 70 41 14 19 23 3 2,953 42.2 
Other Types 429 50 36 25 18 - 2,070 16.0 


a Calendar period of incapacity and not actual working days. 
b Resulting in death at any time within three years after the accident. 


